Parnell
break away from us and roll down again to the bottom of the
hill* I cannot recall the years which have elapsed* It was
daring, perhaps* to begin at the age I had then attained a
process which it was obvious must be a prolonged one***1
It is a pardonable complaint in an old man of eighty-one* who
sees his labours endangered by an impetuous young man of
forty-four*
V
On Friday night, November 28* 1890* Parnell called a
meeting of the following members of his party at the house of
Dr* Fitzgerald, in Chester Place: John and William Redmond,
J* J* O'Kelly, E+ Leamy* Colonel Nolan, and Justin McCarthy*
He read his manifesto to them* It was a long and vigorous
and adroitly-written document, but its publication has been
judged to have been as unwise as the precipitate publication
of Mr* Gladstone's letter to Mr. Morley* It was addressed
" To the People of Ireland/* and it began with the assertion
that, as " the integrity and independence of a section of the
Irish Parliamentary party has been sapped and destroyed by
the wire-pullers of the English Liberal party, it has become
necessary for me to take counsel with you, and, having given
you the knowledge which is in my possession, to ask your
judgment upon a matter which now solely devolves upon you
to decide* The letter of Mr* Gladstone to Mr* Morley,
written for the purpose of influencing the decision of the
Irish party in the choice of their leader, and claiming for the
Liberal party and their leaders the right of veto upon that
choice, is the immediate cause of this address to you, to
remind you and your Parliamentary representatives that
Ireland considers the independence of her party as her only
safeguard within the constitution, and above and beyond all
other considerations whatever* The threat in that letter,
1 Life of Gladstone, by John Morley, bk* x*, chap* v*, sect* 4*
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